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easier to study than "personality" as a whole, and some aspects of
them can be tested with varying degrees of success. Two of these
somewhat obvious "elements" of personality which have been tested
in white culture to a large extent are intelligence and health. These
will be discussed first.
HOW BRIGHT ARE NAVAHO CHILDREN?
ONE tends to think of intelligence as a well-defined entity, partly
because there are so many intelligence tests and the estimation of a
person's IQ is such a common event. Like "personality," however,
"intelligence" is so difficult to define that even the experts do not
attempt it. The tests to measure intelligence vary from those which
depend largely on what a person has learned and remembers, to
those which contain new tasks for everyone and are intended to
evaluate what the person can do in a situation for which he is unpre-
pared. Most of the tests have been designed for white children or
adults and presuppose the sort of educational and cultural experience
that the average white person receives. Naturally one would not ex-
pect an Indian child who had had no schooling and little contact with
white culture to do well on such a test, and so the Research Commit-
tee endeavored to select some measure of intelligence that would not
handicap the Indian children unduly in this way. Table 3 shows
the degree of success of the Navaho children. Results of the same
test among white children are used for comparison because this base
will be familiar to most readers and because this test was devised for
studying white children.
If one graphs these data shown in Table 3 according to level of
intelligence, the distributions appear as in Figures 2 and 3.
Table 3 and Figure 2 show that the average for the tribe is some-
what lower than that for white children, with a larger percentage of
children in the two lowest levels. There is, moreover, great differ-
ence in the proportions for Shiprock, Raman, and Navaho Mountain
as can be seen in Figure 3. The percentages for Shiprock are much
the same as for the tribe and for white children, with a higher per-
centage of children in the "average" range than in even the white
group. The Navaho Mountain bar shows a larger proportion of
children in the lowest grade of intelligence. Ramah has its peak of
incidence in the next-to-the-lowest grade.
The question must now be asked,- how can this distribution be